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Maine aquaculture industry, the Army 
Corps of Engineers, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and State of Maine 
that resulted in strong protections for 
endangered Atlantic salmon. Addition-
ally, under his supervision, the New 
England Field Office has secured sig-
nificant resource benefits by negoti-
ating numerous settlement agreements 
on contentious hydroelectric project li-
cense renewals. For example, a mitiga-
tion fund created as part of the reli-
censing of the Fifteen Mile Falls hy-
droelectric project on the Connecticut 
River has allowed the restoration of 20 
miles of river habitat, protection of 
over 25,000 acres of watershed lands, 
and fish passage improvements. 

Under Mike’s supervision, the New 
England Field Office has been a wise 
steward of natural resource damage as-
sessment funds. Mike has insisted that 
such funds be used to obtain the great-
est possible benefit for fish and wildlife 
impacted by oilspills and other envi-
ronmental degradation. In Maine, set-
tlement funds totaling $8 million were 
used to leverage over $100 million in 
additional investment to protect habi-
tat for common loons and ducks that 
were impacted by the North Cape oil-
spill in Rhode Island. The combined 
funds secured the protection of 1.5 mil-
lion acres and more than 200 lakes and 
ponds that provide nesting habitat for 
over 125 pairs of loons and 600 pairs of 
common eiders. In Massachusetts, set-
tlement funds have been used to pre-
serve endangered roseate tern colonies 
in Buzzards Bay, restore saltmarsh and 
eelgrass beds, and provide herring with 
spawning habitat on the Acushnet 
River. 

Mike’s emphasis on collaboration 
shines through in the exceptional work 
performed by his office through the 
Fish and Wildlife Service Partners pro-
gram. During Mike’s tenure as super-
visor of the New England Field Office, 
the program has restored hundreds of 
miles of river access and thousands of 
acres of wetlands in the region. In New 
Hampshire, thanks to a highly success-
ful dam removal program that Mike 
conceived and helped to create, I have 
witnessed improvements to our rivers 
such as the Contoocook and Souhegan. 
Meanwhile, the Partners program has 
restored coastal saltmarsh in Green-
land, Newmarket, Newington, Hamp-
ton, Rye and North Hampton, New 
Hampshire. This and similar work 
throughout New England has enhanced 
landscapes and preserved critical habi-
tat for Atlantic salmon, American 
shad, American eel, brook trout, and 
freshwater mussels. 

Mike’s work has also benefitted 
many species including Indiana bats, 
New England cottontail rabbits, and a 
variety of migratory birds such as pip-
ing plovers, bobolinks, eastern mead-
owlarks, loons, roseate terns, and bald 
eagles. His stewardship has even im-
pacted the smallest of species. Mike’s 
negotiation of an agreement with the 
city of Concord, the New Hampshire 
Department of Fish and Game, and pri-

vate partners has ensured the protec-
tion of the federally endangered Karner 
blue butterfly through cooperative 
management of 300 acres of habitat at 
the Concord City Airport. 

Mike plans to teach in his retire-
ment, and this is fitting because he has 
already been a mentor, coach, and 
teacher for many individuals. Mike’s 
dedication and his outgoing and gre-
garious personality, to which col-
leagues and friends attribute much of 
his success, are widely admired. The in-
spiration Mike provides for others will 
undoubtedly continue to be a catalyst 
for conservation. 

Mike is to be commended for his ex-
tensive work on behalf of fish, wildlife, 
wetlands, and conservation in general. 
I am certain that Mike’s retirement 
will be enjoyable, as some say that his 
professional and personal attributes 
may be equaled only by his aquatic re-
source collection skills with a fly rod. 
Mike’s upcoming time for angling, 
hunting, kayaking, and relaxing with 
his wife, children, and grandchildren, is 
well-deserved. I wish Mike and his fam-
ily great success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:27 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3490. An act to transfer administra-
tive jurisdiction of certain Federal lands 
from the Bureau of Land Management to the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, to take such lands 
into trust for Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk In-
dians of the Tuolumne Rancheria, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 3522. An act to ratify a conveyance of 
a portion of the Jicarilla Apache Reservation 
to Rio Arriba County, State of New Mexico, 
pursuant to the settlement of litigation be-
tween the Jicarilla Apache Nation and Rio 
Arriba County, State of New Mexico, to au-
thorize issuance of a patent for said lands, 
and to change the exterior boundary of the 
Jicarilla Apache Reservation accordingly, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4332. An act to amend the Federal Fi-
nancial Institutions Examination Council 
Act to require the Council to establish a sin-
gle telephone number that consumers with 
complaints or inquiries could call and be 
routed to the appropriate Federal banking 

agency or State bank supervisor, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 5631. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1155 Seminole Trail in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, as the ‘‘Corporal Bradley T. Arms 
Post Office Building’’. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, 
without amendment: 

S. 2457. An act to provide for extensions of 
leases of certain land by Mashantucket 
Pequot (Western) Tribe. 

S. 2739. An act to authorize certain pro-
grams and activities in the Department of 
the Interior, the Forest Service, and the De-
partment of Energy, to implement further 
the Act approving the Covenant to Establish 
a Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands in Political Union with the United 
States of America, to amend the Compact of 
Free Association Amendments Act of 2003, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore (Mr. 
BYRD) reported that he had signed the 
following enrolled bills, which were 
previously signed by the Speaker of the 
House: 

H.R. 3196. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 20 Sussex Street in Port Jervis, New York, 
as the ‘‘E. Arthur Gray Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 3468. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1704 Weeksville Road in Elizabeth City, 
North Carolina, as the ‘‘Dr. Clifford Bell 
Jones, Sr. Post Office’’. 

H.R. 3532. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 5815 McLeod Street in Lula, Georgia, as 
the ‘‘Private Johnathan Millican Lula Post 
Office’’. 

H.R. 3720. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 424 Clay Avenue in Waco, Texas, as the 
‘‘Army PFC Juan Alonso Covarrubias Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 3803. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 3100 Cashwell Drive in Goldsboro, North 
Carolina, as the ‘‘John Henry Wooten, Sr. 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 3936. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 116 Helen Highway in Cleveland, Georgia, 
as the ‘‘Sgt. Jason Harkins Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 3988. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 3701 Altamesa Boulevard in Fort Worth, 
Texas, as the ‘‘Master Sergeant Kenneth N. 
Mack Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 4166. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 701 East Copeland Drive in Lebanon, Mis-
souri, as the ‘‘Steve W. Allee Carrier 
Annex’’. 

H.R. 4203. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 3035 Stone Mountain Street in Lithonia, 
Georgia, as the ‘‘Specialist Jamaal RaShard 
Addison Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 4211. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 725 Roanoke Avenue in Roanoke Rapids, 
North Carolina, as the ‘‘Judge Richard B. 
Allsbrook Post Office’’. 

H.R. 4240. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 10799 West Alameda Avenue in Lakewood, 
Colorado, as the ‘‘Felix Sparks Post Office 
Building’’. 
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H.R. 4286. An act to award a congressional 

gold medal to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in rec-
ognition of her courageous and unwavering 
commitment to peace, nonviolence, human 
rights, and democracy in Burma. 

H.R. 4454. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 3050 Hunsinger Lane in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, as the ‘‘Iraq and Afghanistan Fallen 
Military Heroes of Louisville Memorial Post 
Office Building’’, in honor of the service men 
and women from Louisville, Kentucky, who 
died in service during Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

H.R. 5135. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 201 West Greenway Street in Derby, Kan-
sas, as the ‘‘Sergeant Jamie O. Maugans Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5220. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 3800 SW. 185th Avenue in Beaverton, Or-
egon, as the ‘‘Major Arthur Chin Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 5400. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 160 East Washington Street in Chagrin 
Falls, Ohio, as the ‘‘Sgt. Michael M. 
Kashkoush Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5472. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2650 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street, In-
dianapolis, Indiana, as the ‘‘Julia M. Carson 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5489. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 6892 Main Street in Gloucester, Virginia, 
as the ‘‘Congresswoman Jo Ann S. Davis 
Post Office.’’ 

At 5:54 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill 
(H.R. 1195) to amend the Safe, Account-
able, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users to 
make technical corrections, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3490. An act to transfer administra-
tive jurisdiction of certain Federal lands 
from the Bureau of Land Management to the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, to take such lands 
into trust for Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk In-
dians of the Tuolumne Rancheria, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

H.R. 4332. An act to amend the Federal Fi-
nancial Institutions Examination Council 
Act to require the Council to establish a sin-
gle telephone number that consumers with 
complaints or inquiries could call and be 
routed to the appropriate Federal banking 
agency or State bank supervisor, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 5631. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1155 Seminole Trail in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, as the ‘‘Corporal Bradley T. Arms 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 5712. An act to require disclosure by 
Federal contractors of certain violations re-
lating to the award or performance of Fed-
eral contracts; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–339. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Alaska urging Congress to permanently re-
peal the federal estate tax; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 7 
Whereas the Economic Growth and Tax Re-

lief Reconciliation Act of 2001 temporarily 
phased out but did not permanently elimi-
nate the federal estate tax; and 

Whereas our form of government is pre-
mised on the right to enjoy the fruit of one’s 
labor, to own one’s own possessions, and to 
pass on one’s bounty to one’s heirs; and 

Whereas, when a person works for a life-
time to build assets, saving and investing 
money, building a business, or buying and 
developing land, that person has a moral 
right to pass those assets on to the person’s 
family without being penalized with inherit-
ance taxes; and 

Whereas there is a fundamental problem of 
double taxation when a decedent’s survivors 
are forced to pay an inheritance tax on as-
sets acquired by the decedent with after-tax 
dollars; and 

Whereas we need a tax system that encour-
ages lifelong saving, investment, and busi-
ness activity, and not one that can result in 
heirs liquidating or selling family businesses 
that are often asset rich but cash poor, 
thereby destroying those ongoing job-pro-
ducing businesses simply to fund increased 
government consumption; and 

Whereas the persistent uncertainty created 
by sec. 901 of the Economic Growth and Tax 
Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001, which pro-
vides for the reinstatement of federal estate 
tax law for decedents dying after December 
31, 2010, prevents families and small busi-
nesses from fully benefitting from the tem-
porary repeal; be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives strongly urges the United States Con-
gress to support, work to pass, and vote for 
the immediate and permanent repeal of the 
federal estate tax. 

POM–340. A resolution adopted by the Leg-
islature of the State of Arizona urging Con-
gress to authorize the Department of the 
Treasury to intercept federal tax refunds to 
pay overdue victim restitution; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

SENATE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL NO. 1004 

Whereas, between $500 million and $1 bil-
lion in victim restitution, fines, fees and sur-
charges are past due and owed to courts 
across Arizona; and 

Whereas, under current law, the Internal 
Revenue Service is authorized to intercept 
tax refunds for child support debts, state and 
federal tax debt and federal agency debt, but 
not for the collection of court-ordered res-
titution, fines and fees; and 

Whereas, Arizona law currently allows 
state tax refunds to be intercepted for past- 
due court obligations, and in fiscal year 2007, 
approximately $7.1 million was collected 
through this program and distributed to vic-
tims and various criminal justice agencies 
throughout the state; and 

Whereas, legislation has been introduced in 
Congress, S. 1287, that would add state court 
debts to the list of debts that can be with-
held from federal tax refunds. It is estimated 
that approximately $70 million could be col-
lected for Arizona if federal tax refunds were 
subject to intercept by the Internal Revenue 
Service; and 

Whereas, mechanisms already are in place 
to intercept this debt and such a plan would 
result in no loss to the federal budget. The 
federal tax intercept proposal is a fair and 
simple way to enforce debts owed without 
implementing a tax increase. 

Wherefore your memorialist, the Senate of 
the State of Arizona, the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring, prays. 

1. That the United States Congress enact 
S. 1287 or other similar legislation that 
would authorize the United States Depart-
ment of the Treasury to intercept federal tax 
refunds to pay overdue victim restitution 
and other financial obligations ordered by 
state and local criminal and traffic courts. 

2. That the Secretary of State of the State 
of Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial 
to the President of the United States Senate, 
the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives and each Member of Con-
gress from the State of Arizona. 

POM-341. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the State of Louisiana urg-
ing Congress to extend the expiration dead-
line of the Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 
2005; to the Committee on Finance. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 20 
Whereas, hurricanes Katrina and Rita 

struck the United States in August and Sep-
tember 2005, and were considered the most 
devastating natural disasters to hit the 
United States; and 

Whereas, in response to these natural dis-
asters Congress in December 2005, enacted 
the Gulf Opportunity Zone Act (GO Zone 
Act) of 2005 to provide desperately needed 
economic relief, and 

Whereas, the GO Zone Act provides federal 
tax incentives and bonds to rebuild the 
economies of those areas impacted by hurri-
canes Katrina, Rita and Wilma; and 

Whereas, even though the entire state of 
Louisiana was included in the hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita disaster areas, the provi-
sions of the GO Zone Act apply only to cer-
tain designated parishes; and 

Whereas, the GO Zone Act applies to the 
following parishes: Acadia, Allen, Ascension, 
Assumption, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cam-
eron, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, 
Evangeline, Iberia, Iberville, Jefferson, Jef-
ferson Davis, Lafayette, Lafourche, Living-
ston, Orleans, Plaquemines, Pointe Coupee, 
Sabine, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. Helena, 
St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Landry, 
St. Martin, St. Mary, St. Tammany, 
Tangipahoa, Terrebonne, Vermilion, Vernon, 
Washington, West Baton Rouge, and West 
Feliciana; and 

Whereas, the GO Zone Act provides low-in-
come housing credits, rehabilitation tax 
credits for restoring commercial buildings, 
employer-provided housing benefits, fifty 
percent bonus depreciation on certain new 
property investments, deductions for demoli-
tion and clean-up costs, and net operating 
loss carrybacks; and 

Whereas, many of the GO Zone Act provi-
sions expired at the end of 2007 and other 
provisions are due to expire at the end of 2010 
for certain parishes; and 

Whereas, many Louisiana citizens and 
businesses can directly benefit from the 
Act’s incentives if the GO Zone Act is ex-
tended; therefore, be it, 

Resolved That the Legislature of Louisiana 
memorializes the Congress of the United 
States to extend the expiration deadline of 
the Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 2005; be it 
further, 

Resolved That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana delegation 
to the United States Congress. 
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